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In South and West Wales glorious gardens are being
uncovered, restored and invigorated.
One Historic Garden is a collection of seven glorious parks, gardens and
woodlands, united by the fascinating story they each have to tell.
Feel free to wander through their rich seams of history, poetry, landscape and
Victorian grandeur:
• Discover where Dylan Thomas enjoyed youthful inspiration, in advance of the
centenary celebrations in 2014;
• Stroll through a medieval cloister garden, the only surviving example in the
country;
• Watch as an historic hidden garden terrace - unseen for 150 years - is slowly
being rediscovered;
• Walk the length of the UK’s longest orangery;
• Step into a restored walled kitchen garden, unused for over 60 years;
• Soak up the scent of orchid filled wildflower meadow, only a stone’s throw from
an inviting beach
• Take in the tranquility of a jewel-coloured Japanese garden
The gardens are easily accessible from major roads and many are just a short hop
off the M4. They are the perfect spot to stretch your legs and relax over a bite to
eat. If you have more time, then take in a guided tour with a head gardener or delve
into the past with a fascinating talk from one of our historical experts.

We look forward to welcoming you soon.
Funded by the European Regional Development Fund through Visit
Wales and the Welsh Government, One Historic Garden invites you to
step into history, and explore revitalised gardens and landscapes, delve
into the wilderness and have close encounters with native wildlife.
Seven gardens – so much to see.
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Location map

1. Aberglasney Gardens
2. Bryngarw House and Country Park
3. Colby Woodland Garden
4. Cwmdonkin Park
5. Margam Country Park
6. Penllergare Valley Woods
7. Scolton Manor
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Llangathen, Carmarthenshire SA32 8QH
Brynmenyn, nr Bridgend CF32 8UU
Amroth, Narberth, Pembrokeshire SA67 8PP
Park Drive, Swansea SA2 0RA
Neath, Port Talbot SA13 2TJ
Llangyfelach Road, Penllergaer, Swansea SA4 9GJ
Spittal, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA62 5QL
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Aberglasney Gardens
Opening times
April – September: 10am – 6pm
Oct – March: 10.30am – 4pm
Minimum group size
10 people
Average visit length
3 hours
Group rates
Adult £6.80
Ancient cloisters, superb views, visiting wildlife
and a splendid mansion, this garden blends
ancient and modern with a glorious garden at
its heart. Set in the beautiful Tywi valley of
Carmarthenshire, Aberglasney’s 10 acres of
ancient formal gardens include a fully restored
Elizabethan cloister garden, the only surviving
example in the UK. Another must-see is the
fantastical Ninfarium where tropical plants
grow among the ruined walls of the central
courtyard of the mansion. The café enjoys
views over the pool garden and is run by
prominent food critic, Simon Wright.

Bookable activities
Tour of the gardens with expert historical
guide
Tour of the gardens with head gardener,
Joseph Atkin
Tailored workshops such as Growing
Hydrangea or Gardening for Winter Interest
New!

Key things

Private evening tours with head gardener £12,
inc admission, guided tour and talk
With a two-course supper £28 per person, for
three courses £32.50
With charcuterie board and glass of wine £25.
From 1 April to 31 September, minimum of 15
people.

· Medieval cloister garden

Coach parking

· Tropical indoor garden – ‘Ninfarium’

Free of charge

· Woodland walks

Accessibility

· Stylish gastro-cafe

Largely wheelchair-friendly. Wheelchairs are
available to pre-book.

· Excellent shop

To book
Gail Davies
reception@aberglasney.org
01558 668998
Facilities
Café, shop, loos, disabled loos
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Bryngarw House and Country Park
Opening times
Summer: 10am – 6pm
Winter: 10am – 5pm
Minimum group size
10 people
Average visit length
1.5 hours
Group rates
Free entry (i.e. self-guided walk)
Bookable activities
The 113 acres of picturesque parkland
surrounding the elegant Bryngarw House are
rich in wildlife and seasonal colour.
Thrill to the topaz flash of a kingfisher, catch a
glimpse of a nuthatch in the gnarled oaks, or
look out for the dippers fishing in the fast flowing
streams – you might even spot an otter. Take in
the tranquillity of the Japanese garden with its
fiery maples or relax in the brand new café with
its fresh locally sourced food.
Cedars Café offers a variety of delicious light
snacks, cakes and refreshments to help you
make the most of your day at Bryngarw.
For more information email:
cedarstearoom@hotmail.com
Nestled within the picturesque parkland is the
historic Bryngarw House offering a comfortable
and relaxing stay with guest accommodation.
Lunch is available in the house offering a range
of sandwiches, afternoon tea and cakes from
£3.95.

• Guided tour and talk of the park with a park
ranger £2.50 per person.
• Guided nature walk with a park ranger
£2.50 per person.
• Bat walk with a park ranger £5.00 per
person (May – September only and weather
dependent).
• Wild food foraging walk with park ranger
£2.50 per person.
• Conservation weekends on request
Coach parking
3 coach spaces available, advance booking
required. £5.00 over weekends, school
holidays and bank holidays (Apr-Sept)
Accessibility
Wheelchair access from the main car park to
Bryngarw House and the adjacent woodland
garden which has a path designed for
wheelchair use.
To book
Please enquire via email:
bryngarwhouse@bridgend.gov.uk
Facilities
Café, loos, disabled loos
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Colby Woodland Garden
Opening times
March – October: 10am – 5pm
Minimum group size
15
Average visit length
1.5 – 2 hours
Group rates
Adult £3.70
Child £1.85
NT Members free
Nature thrives in this secluded, wooded valley
garden in Pembrokeshire.
Explore the flower-filled walled garden with its
fresco painted gazebo; or take a woodland walk
along the pathways worn by miners heading for
the anthracite pits that dot the hillside. The
sharp-eyed will see badger setts and
woodpeckers. The view from the top is splendid
and the paths take you all the way down to the
beach at Amroth. Tired legs can enjoy a wellearned rest at the Bothy Tearoom or stroll
around the art gallery.

Key things
· National Trust garden
· Pretty walled garden
· Inviting tearoom
· Fantastic views
· Easy walks

Bookable activities
Guided tour and talk about the garden’s
history: £1.50 plus entry
Lunch and guided walk with head gardener:
£15
Afternoon tea
Coach parking
Free of charge, please request booking form
Accessibility
Much of the lower woodland garden can be
accessed by wheelchair. The walled garden
is also largely wheelchair accessible. Level
access is available to the tearoom and there
is a disabled drop-off point on the road. A
wheelchair is available. A hearing induction
loop is fitted at reception. A 15-minute video
is played in the information centre for those
unable to get around the garden.
To book
colby@nationaltrust.org.uk
01834 811885
Facilities
Café, shop, loos, disabled loos
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Cwmdonkin Park
Minimum group size
25 people
Average visit length
1 hour
Group rates
Free entry
Bookable activities
Wales’ favourite poet, Dylan Thomas, found
inspiration as a child in this pretty hillside park
which will celebrate the centenary of his birth in
2014.

The park offers a programme of free public
activities and events, such as nature walks and
outdoor performances of Dylan Thomas, which
groups are welcome to join.

With exotic trees and colourful planting,
Cwmdonkin Park gave Dylan Thomas some of
his happiest childhood memories of ‘a world
within a world’. You can still see the original
water fountain ‘where I sailed my ship’ as the
poet wrote. A natural sculpture of a tall pencil
carved from the trunk of a tree is a reminder of
the park’s connection with this literary great and
now there’s a smart pavilion suitable for your
own poetic musings and enjoying the views
across to Devon. There’s also a new café and
information centre.

Coach parking
No facilities available on site. Drop-off/pick up
in nearby residential streets.
Accessibility
The paths are wheelchair accessible and there
is ramp access to the café and Dylan Thomas
Pavilion. There are several entrances to the
park – gate 1 on Park Road and gate 5 on
Cleveden Court are accessible to all.
To book

Key things

www.swansea.gov.uk/cwmdonkinpark
01792 205327

· Strong Dylan Thomas connection

Facilities

· Pencil sculpture

Café, loos, disabled loos

· New cafe
· Historic trees
· Sea views
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Margam Country Park
Opening times
3 Sept – 31 March: 10am – 4pm
25 March – 1 September: 10am – 6pm
Minimum group size
Depends on activity
Average visit length
Depends on activity
Group rates
Free entry
Bookable activities
A country estate for everyone to enjoy – just
minutes off the motorway at Port Talbot but
taking you back in history and deep into the
countryside.
Margam’s fairytale castellated mansion and its
1000 acres of natural landscape offer myriad
choices. Experience 800 years of history in the
grounds, wander through 12th century monastic
ruins, admire the beautiful restoration of the
exotic Orangery and Citrus House packed with
fragrant trees. Or walk through the walled park
to see the rare Père David deer. Adrenalin
junkies will love the treetop adventure Go Ape!
whilst Dr Who fans can spend their time
spotting locations used in the show. New
American TV series ‘Da Vinci’s Demons’ is also
filmed here.

Contact directly to discuss tailor-made
itineraries
Coach parking
£13.30, advance booking required
Accessibility
Largely accessible. Wheelchair and tramper
vehicle available, advance booking required.
To book
margampark@npt.gov.uk
01639 881635
Facilities
Café, loos, disabled loos

Key things
· Longest Orangery in the UK
· Proximity to M4
· Monastic ruins
· TV and film location
· Beautiful lake
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Penllergare Valley Woods
Opening times
Daily
Minimum group size
10 people
Average visit length
1.5 - 2 hours
Group rates
Free entry (i.e. self-guided walk)
Swansea’s secret valley garden with its ‘edge of
wilderness’ feel is of South Wales’ most exciting
restoration projects.
It’s all happening here this year. As well as
bracing walks along a 250 acre valley with the
lively River Llan as its spine, there’s the
fascinating revival of paths that had become
overgrown and a long abandoned 150-year-old
terrace garden in the ‘Picturesque’ style. Add
the observatory where one of the earliest
photographs of the moon was taken, three
waterfalls where salmon leap upstream, a vast
lake being dredged and revitalised and there
are reasons enough to return time and time
again to this valley. With massed bluebells in
spring and gorgeous autumn colour from the
very exotic trees, there’s something in every
season and it’s a haven for wildlife.

Bookable activities
Guided tour of the Penllergare estate and
restoration project – its history, wildlife and
people: £5 per person (sturdy footwear
required).
Coach parking
Facilities for drop-off/pick up available,
advance booking required.
Accessibility
Given the steep nature of Penllergare Valley
Woods and its history of being neglected for
half a century, access into the valley is
limited for pushchairs, wheelchairs and those
with limited mobility. The visitor kiosk
(opening in summer 2013) will be accessible
to all.
To book

Key things
· Fascinating restoration project
· Waterfalls
· Seasonal colour
· Exotic trees

Faye Maher
mailto:contact@penllergare.org
01792 344224
Facilities
Café, loos, disabled loos (all from June/July
2013)

· Birdlife
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Scolton Manor
Opening times
April – October, 9.00am – 6pm
November – March: 9.00am – 4.30pm
Minimum group size
15 people
Average visit length
2 hours
Group rates
Adult £1.50, includes entry to Manor House
and guided tour (advance booking required)
Step back in time to experience the life of a
Victorian country squire and his family when you
enter the comfortably furnished country house
at Scolton Manor, Pembrokeshire, surrounded
by 60 acres of park and woodland.
See how the splendid walled kitchen garden is
being restored to its former glory and planted up
with vegetables for the tearoom and the new
farm shop. Opening this year in the restored
Stables is a Honey Kitchen and Bee Keeping
Centre where the estate’s honey will be
produced and bottled.

Key things
· Victorian manor house
· Guided tours
· Honey kitchen and beehives
· Easy walks
· Walled kitchen garden

Bookable activities
The following talks are available at an
additional £1 per person:
Beyond The Green Baize Door: The
Victorian Servant
They Walked By Night: The Poacher & The
Gamekeeper
A Country Camera: The Tom Mathias
Collection
House History: The Victorian Estate
(available from April 2014)
Coach parking
Free, advance booking required.
Drop-off and pick-up in front of the Manor
House is also permitted.
Accessibility
Main driveway suitable for all users. Most
paths in the country park and woodland are
gravelled and wheelchair-friendly. One
wheelchair available on-site that can be
borrowed by visitors.
To book
Nikki Caldwell or Dave Wynn
nikki.caldwell@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
dave.wynn@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
01437 731328
Facilities
Café, shop, loos, disabled loos
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Itinerary Idea 1: Literature & Gardens in South & West Wales
A two-day itinerary to explore the rich literary heritage of Dylan Thomas and the stunning
restored gardens in the ‘One Historic Garden’ collection in South and West Wales. The
Dylan Thomas Centenary in 2014 and the extensively restored gardens provide great new
ideas for tours to South and West Wales in 2014.

Day 1: Depart from Cardiff
Morning coffee at Margam Country Park in
the Orangery – the longest in Britain.

Continue into Swansea to the Dylan
Thomas Centre.

Margam also offers beautifully restored walled
gardens and citrus house as well as a gothic
mansion used as a backdrop for blockbusters
including Merlin, Dr Who and US drama Da
Vinci’s Demons, and a herd of unusual and
exotic deer.

Re-opening its doors to the city of Swansea
in 1995 as Ty Llên ('the house of literature'),
the centre was the major venue for the UK
Year of Literature and was opened by former
U.S. president Jimmy Carter – himself a fan
of Dylan Thomas's work.

Location: just off M4 motorway at junction 38

Today the centre continues to operate as
home to the literature and arts programme
for the city, with a busy and thriving calendar
of events, which culminates in the two-week
annual Dylan Thomas Festival (27th
October-9th November). It also houses the
only permanent exhibition about Dylan
Thomas.

Arrive at Cwmdonkin Park, Swansea
Dylan Thomas spent his childhood playing in
Cwmdonkin Park calling it “a world within a
world”. As the centenary of his birth approaches
in 2014 the park is restoring features that
inspired Wales’ favourite modern poet to write
many of his poems. Overlooking the park is
Thomas’s childhood home.
Stroll through the park and short visit to the
House.
Location: Uplands area of Swansea

Location: Central Swansea
Depart Swansea for short drive to
Aberglasney Gardens, Carmarthenshire
Aberglasney Gardens in the Tywi Valley in
Carmarthenshire has been home to a
monastery for centuries. The restoration
programme here brings back to life the
historic features of the Grade II listed house.
Don’t miss the unique cloister garden,
sunken garden, pool garden, yew tunnel,
woodland garden, walled garden and indoor
semi- tropical ‘ninfarium’ in the ruins.
Why not request a tour with the head
gardener?
Location: Just off the A40 near Llandeilo
Overnight: Carmarthenshire
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Day 2
Depart hotel for short drive to Amroth to the
delightful National Trust Colby Woodland
Garden
Tour of the gardens with head gardener,
followed by morning coffee.
Location: Amroth near Saundersfoot

Continue to the Dylan Thomas Boathouse for
a short visit. The Boathouse is where the poet
Dylan Thomas lived with his family between
1949 and 1953, the last four years of his life. It
was in this house that he wrote many of his
major works.
Location: Laugharne

En route back towards Cardiff, stop off at
Penllergare Valley Woods to see the ‘lost’
Victorian Garden – now being uncovered and
rediscovered. This is likely to be the largest
restoration project in Wales this decade.
Left in disarray and disrepair for some decades
a team of dedicated volunteers are
painstakingly uncovering and restoring the 250
acre “edge of wilderness” valley and its amazing
terraces and waterfalls built by early
photographer John Dillwyn Llewellyn.
There is a small cafe opening in summer 2013
for teas and refreshments.
Location: just off M4 motorway at junction 47
Onward travel home.
You might also like to include an additional visit
the National Botanic Gardens, Wales which is
close by.
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Itinerary Idea 2: Woodlands and Walled Gardens
A one-day itinerary discovering the delights of two gardens in Pembrokeshire, both
steeped in history and with new attractions coming on stream in 2013.

Start the day with a visit to Scolton Manor,
near Haverfordwest in Pembrokeshire.
Step back in time to experience the life of a
Victorian country squire and his family when you
enter the comfortably furnished country house
at Scolton Manor, surrounded by 60 acres of
park and woodland.
See how the splendid walled kitchen garden is
being restored to its former glory and planted up
with vegetables for the tea room and the new
farm shop. Already boasting that 19th century
luxury ‘must-have’ – a heated pineapple house
– the garden also offers honey from the hives,
while hidden cameras reveal the secrets of the
queen bee.
Opening this year in the restored Stables is a
Honey Kitchen and Bee Keeping Centre where
the estate’s honey will be produced and bottled.
The on-site cafe prides itself on serving homemade food using local produce, much of which
is sourced from the gardens – just as would
have been in its Victorian heyday.
Also planned for 2014 is a new rural farming
exhibition centre with live demonstrations and
farm shop.

After lunch, take a leisurely drive south
towards Saundersfood to the National
Trusts Colby Woodland Garden
In this stunning wooded valley garden,
visitors are invited to enjoy the spirit of the
place; whether it is finding the flowers in the
walled garden with its exquisite painted
gazebo and tinkling rill, spotting butterflies in
the wildflower meadow or taking a hillside
walk to glimpse splendid views over the sea
to the Gower peninsula and the beautiful
sandy white beaches of Amroth at the
bottom.
Keen-eyed walkers may spot that some of
the spreading laurel bushes alongside the
hillsides at Colby actually conceal an
entrance to a mineshaft, for many of the
hillside tracks at Colby were originally carved
out by the feet of families as they walked to
work in the mines. In Victorian days, the area
round Colby was intensively mined for its
anthracite, which was highly prized - Queen
Victoria would use nothing else to fuel the
royal steam yacht.
There is a delightful tearoom and plant
centre with outdoor seating for afternoon tea.

Location: Haverfordwest
Location: Amroth near Saundersfoot
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Itinerary Idea 3: Sleeping Beauty Awakes
A one-day itinerary to explore gardens and buildings in South and West Wales which are
being brought back to their former glory. Highlights include a beautifully restored citrusscented Orangery, the longest in the UK, as well as the chance to see a fascinating
Victorian landscape garden being revitalized.

Start the day with a visit to Bryngarw House
and Country Park, where the recently
restored cafe offers a splendid morning
coffee break, with sumptuous home-baked
cakes and pastries.
You can also sample some Bryngarw honey,
produced on the estate. One of the park rangers
may be available to take your group on a short
walk through the Japanese Garden and to learn
about the fascinating history of the park.
Location: near Bridgend

Continue onto Margam Country Park.
Margam’s mansion and its 1,000 acres of
natural landscape offer myriad choices.
Experience 800 years of history in the grounds,
wander through 12th century monastic ruins,
admire the beautiful restoration of the exotic
Orangery and Citrus House packed with
fragrant trees. Or walk through the walled park
to see the rare Père David deer from China, and
the herd of unusual Glamorgan cattle. Explore
the old kitchen garden with its soon to be
restored glasshouses, while the energetic may
head up the hills to enjoy the sea views. Many
visitors will recognise Margam, used as a
backdrop in many TV and film blockbusters
including Dr Who, Merlin and the US series Da
Vinci’s Demons.
Lunch at Margam

Lunch at Margam
The afternoon takes you just a little further
along the M4 to Penllergare Valley Woods.
This sleeping beauty is undergoing a drastic
transformation. In Victorian times one man,
philanthropist and photographer John
Dillwyn Llewelyn, turned this 250 acre
woodland valley into a magnificent garden in
the ‘Romantic Picturesque’ style. With great
engineering feats water was dammed into
lakes; large boulders rolled into place to
create three fantastical cascades and exotic
trees planted. The result? A magical mystery
tour to impress his guests.
Fast forward 150 years and Penllergare had
become a sleeping beauty, the garden
overgrown and the valley returned to the wild
– despite being just a few miles off the M4
and on the outskirts of Swansea! But
recently a wand has been waved, thanks in
no small part to the determination of a group
of volunteers who love the valley and who, in
2000, formed the Penllergare Trust,
supported by the 180 members of the
Friends of Penllergare, with the aim of
restoring the landscape.
There is a small cafe and display area
suitable for afternoon teas overlooking the
Valley.
Location: just off M4 motorway at junction 47

Location: just off M4 motorway at junction 38
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Book Your Trip
To arrange a familiarisation trip to one or more of the gardens, please contact:
Colette Walker
colette.walker@bluesail.com
07988 447573
To book a group visit, please contact the gardens directly.
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